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THE STRATEGIC AND ECONOMIC CONTEXT
The international education sector was identified as one of six priority sectors in the WA Government’s
economic development framework, Diversify WA. This was based on the clear opportunity for WA to grow its
international presence and brand as an education destination, underpinned by increasing urbanisation and
a growing number of consumers in key source markets seeking a quality education alongside a healthy and
vibrant lifestyle, and excellent economic prospects.
In 2020, StudyPerth commissioned ACIL Allen to quantify the economic importance of international education
to the WA economy. It was estimated that in 2019, the 53,404 international student enrolments in Western
Australia boosted the State’s Gross State Product by $2.1 billion and supported almost 12,000 direct and
indirect FTE jobs across Western Australia.
Since the completion of this study in April 2020, the international education sector has been hit hard by
the COVID-19 pandemic, as governments around the world closed their borders to protect the health and
wellbeing of their citizens.
The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and associated travel restrictions has continued into 2021, with a
timeline for the return of international students to Western Australia remaining unclear. While the rollout of the
vaccination program in WA and overseas and the incremental opening of travel into Australia through potential
travel bubbles suggests a more positive outlook for the international education sector in WA, the financial
consequences for the sector, and the negative economic impacts on the WA economy are considerable.
While some higher education institutions have managed to adapt to the COVID-19 pandemic through the
delivery of virtual learning, not all education sub-sectors are adequately resourced to undertake this transition.
In addition, many courses are not suitable to be taught online and there is a growing demand from many
international students for a return to face-to-face learning.
The WA Government is investigating the development of offshore study hubs, in key markets, to leverage
offshore networks to facilitate sector recovery and enhance the student learning experience. Offshore study
hubs could be a valuable adjunct to the WA international education offering, and one which could support
the current commitment by the WA Government to return international students to WA, as soon as conditions
permit.
Overseas competitors in the international education sector, such as the United Kingdom, United States and
Canada continue to make efforts to facilitate the arrival of international students through reform measures
to their student visa and quarantine systems, which places Western Australia and Australia at risk of losing
market share as students look to these alternative destinations where face-to-face learning is being provided
and a commitment to the restoration of the sector is being demonstrated.
As the number of international students in Western Australia continues to fall, labour and skill shortages in the
state are becoming more severe. Exacerbating a declining supply of international students engaged in the WA
labour force, has been a sharp drop in skilled migrant workers and intrastate workers arriving in the state since
the start of 2020, with job vacancies in WA reaching their highest level in over a decade.
The contribution of the international education sector to Western Australia extends beyond expenditure on
course fees and living expenses. The economic and social contribution of the sector also provides benefits
to WA such as income for education institutions to undertake important research programs, facilitating
international collaboration in research, as well as a source of demand for housing, raising cultural awareness
and providing diversity and cultural richness to local WA communities. In the long term, when returning to
their home countries, international students may advance to senior leadership positions within industry and
Government, and maintain their personal and professional networks in Western Australia.
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Given the significant financial and economic impacts that have resulted from COVID 19 and the associated
travel restrictions on the international education sector, and the importance placed on the sector as part of
the WA Government’s economic development agenda, it is critical that government continues to look at ways
in which it can establish a sustainable pathway to recovery and support the safe return of onshore students,
as soon as conditions permit.

About this report
In light of the significant impact that the COVID-19 pandemic and associated travel restrictions has had on
the international education sector since early 2020, StudyPerth engaged ACIL Allen to estimate the economic
contribution of the international education sector in 2020, and compare this with the 2019 results.
In addition, StudyPerth has sought to understand the economic outlook for the international education sector
based on an assumed path back to pre-COVID-19 student numbers in Western Australia. As a result, in this
study ACIL Allen has completed an additional two modelling tasks. First, ACIL Allen has run an additional four
simulations of its I-O model on the projected economic impacts of the international students in WA based on
the forecast international student numbers in 2021 and 2022. Second, in order to determine the economywide implications of labour shortages arising from a reduction in international student numbers, ACIL Allen
applied its Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) model, Tasman Global, to dynamically pick up the impacts of
labour market constraints on sectors of the economy that typically source international students for part-time
work.
In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic presented some challenges for the standard reporting measures and
indicators used by the Department of Education, Skills and Employment (DESE) relating to the international
education sector. To produce this updated study, required ACIL Allen to review the modelling methodology
and assumptions used in the previous study, and update data inputs where necessary to reflect the impact
of international border restrictions. DESE released a range of datasets over the course of 2020 reporting
on the impact of international border restrictions, and ACIL Allen reviewed and sought clarification from the
Department on these datasets to assess their suitability as data inputs for this study.
International border restrictions have made it increasingly important to understand the number of international
students who had intended to travel to Western Australia but were unable to arrive in the state to start or
complete their education courses. Some of these international students continued to pursue their chosen
course through online study however, for others, online learning was either not possible or the student decided
to defer or cancel their enrolment until the opening of international borders enabled face-to-face learning.
While international students who studied offshore through online learning did not contribute to the WA
economy through living expenses, they still contributed to the WA economy through course fees at WA
education institutions in 2020. As a result, the onshore and offshore split of international students was a critical
data input for this study, and was a distinct shift in the methodology undertaken in this report compared with
the previous report.
As outlined in Appendix B, since July 2020, DESE, with the assistance of the Department of Home Affairs, have
undertaken an exercise to match international student enrolment and student visa data to report the number
of enrolled students in and outside Australia. This data is reported as points-in-time as students will move
locations over the course of the year and provides the breakdown by state at an education sub-sector and
source market level.
The adoption of this dataset for the economic contribution assessment is the key change in the modelling
methodology and assumptions for this study compared with the 2019 study, and was necessary in order to
account for the impact of international border restrictions. In line with the previous study, average expenditure
by education sub-sector has been calculated per ‘international student enrolment’. However, total expenditure
by education sub-sector and by source market has been estimated for 2020 using the number of international
students in and outside WA reported from the data matching exercise. Consequently, the economic contribution
assessment reports results per ‘international student’, rather than at the per ‘international student enrolment’
level reported in the previous study.
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Section 1 has used the same international student enrolment dataset as the previous study to provide
continuity in the reporting of trends in the international education sector, while Section 2 and 3 introduce the
dataset from DESE’s data matching exercise in order to outline the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the
international education sector in 2020, and in the short to medium term.
Finally, due to the international air passenger arrival cap and the small period at the start of 2020 when this cap
was not in place, this study has excluded the expenditure of visiting friends and relatives (VFR) of international
students as a component of the economic contribution assessment.

Report Structure
This report has been structured into three sections.
Section 1: Trends in International Education in WA – provides important economic context supporting
this study, including an overview of historical trends in the international education sector across
education sub-sectors and source markets and an analysis of the factors that will support long-term
growth of the international education sector in Western Australia.
Section 2: Economic Contribution of International Education in WA – the results presented in this
section articulate the economic contribution that spending by international students made to Western
Australia in 2020, using ACIL Allen’s Input-Output modelling framework.
Section 3: Potential economic impacts of border closures and labour shortages – the results presented
in this section estimate the potential economic impacts of further border closures on the WA economy
as a result of the reduced expenditure of international students studying in the State, and through the
impacts of lower international student numbers further constraining WA’s already tight labour market.

International education was identified by the WA Government as a key component of its plan to grow and diversify the
State’s economy. Sadly, the pandemic has led to the plan being shelved, until international students can be welcomed
back to the state. While the financial impact of international education is significant, the benefits of welcoming an
increasing number of international students to WA go well beyond the purely economic. International students bring
diversity and a cultural richness to our community, helping to build the State’s links and relationships with other
countries, especially our trade partners. This report highlights the continued contribution of international students
and, crucially, the implications for the sector, the economy and the community more broadly if borders remain closed
to international students.

- Philip Payne, Chief Executive Officer, StudyPerth
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TRENDS IN INTERNATIONAL
EDUCATION IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA
This section provides important economic context supporting this study, including an overview of historical trends in the
international education sector across education sub-sectors and source markets and an analysis of the factors that will
support the long-term growth of the international education sector in Western Australia.

1.1

International Education and the WA Economy

In the second half of 2020, the WA economy began its recovery from the first COVID-19 lockdown underpinned
by investment in infrastructure projects, housing construction activity stimulated by State and Federal
Government grants and a strong mining sector benefiting from an uplift in commodity prices, particularly iron
ore and gold.
In 2019-20, WA Gross State Product (GSP) increased by 1.4 per cent, the highest rate of all Australian states,
and behind the Northern Territory (5.3 per cent) and the ACT (2.4 per cent). With the exception of Tasmania (0.3
per cent), all other states recorded negative GSP growth in 2019-20, with South Australia (-1.4 per cent) and
Queensland (-1.1 per cent) recording the largest falls.
International education is identified as one of six priority sectors in the WA Government’s Diversify WA
framework. Diversify WA identified a clear opportunity for WA to grow its international presence and brand as
an education destination, underpinned by increasing urbanisation and a growing number of consumers in key
source markets seeking a quality education alongside a healthy and vibrant lifestyle.
Since 2012-13, export income for Western Australia from education-related services has increased by 58 per
cent to $2.1 billion in 2019-20 (Figure 1.1). In 2019-20, Western Australia’s share of national export
income for education-related services was 5.6 per cent, a decline on the 8.1 per cent share recorded
ten years prior. Western Australia’s share of national export income for education-related services compares
unfavourably when measured against other economic indicators, where WA accounted for 16 per cent of
Australia’s GDP in 2019-20 and 10 per cent of Australia’s population as of September 2020.
FIGURE 1.1

WA INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN SERVICES, EDUCATION-RELATED SERVICES, 2009-10 TO 19-20

SOURCE: ABS CAT. 5368.0

International students add to the cultural life of cities. Perth has been fortunate that some students have remained
despite the pandemic which shows their resilience as individuals and the quality of the experience on offer.
Each international student has a family of supporters and there is nothing quite like being present on graduation day
to experience the collective pride they share. We know through our research that first time visitors to Perth often arrive
with limited knowledge and expectation and leave as advocates for the natural beauty, freedom, high quality of life,
world-class education and the 300 days of sunshine that is on offer in Australia’s most westerly capital.
International students fill roles that are important to the economy. Perth is facing skills shortages in many areas and
through casual work and internships, international students add to the skills and expertise of our local workforce.
- Marion Fulker AM, Chief Executive Officer, Committee for Perth
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1.2

Enrolments by education sub-sector

In 2020, there were 49,681 international student enrolments in WA education and training
institutions, a decline of 6.5 per cent on the previous year, making it the first year since 2014 that
WA recorded total international student enrolments below 50,000 (Figure 1.2). Nationally, the decline
in international students was larger, with a fall of 7.4 per cent recorded in 2020.
By education sub-sector, higher education and vocational education and training (VET) account for the largest
shares of total international student enrolments in WA. In 2020, higher education accounted for 48 per cent of
total enrolments, while VET accounted for 33 per cent. The fastest-growing education sub-sector in WA since
2005 is VET, where enrolments have increased by 388 per cent. In 2020, ELICOS1 accounted for 14 per cent of
total enrolments, followed by schools (1.5 per cent) and non-award2 (2.8 per cent).
In 2020, total international student enrolments for WA had already reached 37,297 by the end of March. Over
the remainder of 2020, when international travel restrictions impacted the arrival of students in WA across all
source markets, there was decline in the rate of enrolments, with only 3,472 enrolments recorded between
April-June and 8,892 enrolments in the last six months of 2020.
For many of the enrolments recorded in the first three months of 2020, it is likely that students may have
been unable to arrive in WA, and as a result would have undertaken their course online or decided to defer or
cancel their enrolment. The international student enrolment dataset from DESE has not historically covered
distance education where a student remains offshore, however due to the COVID-19 restrictions on travel the
data relating to the 2020 calendar year includes students that would ordinarily have been physically studying
in Australia on a student visa. The dataset however doesn’t provide a split between onshore and offshore
students or account for deferments and cancellations. These are limitations in its methodology, which is
presented in the appendices.
FIGURE 1.2

WA INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ENROLMENTS BY EDUCATION SUB-SECTOR, 2005-2020

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SKILLS AND EMPLOYMENT – INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DATA
– YTD ENROLMENTS (DEC)
Note: There are more enrolments than international students since a student can study in more than one course in one calendar year.
Note: International student enrolment data covers onshore international students studying on student visas only (visa subclasses from
570 to 575).
ELICOS courses support students requiring English language training before commencing formal studies.
Non-award courses do not result in an award (or qualification) that is recognised under the Australian Qualifications Framework and
generally have a duration of less than one year. These non-award courses include two broad types: foundation and other enabling
courses; and mobility courses, which include study abroad and student exchange programs.
1
2
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Figure 1.3 presents international student commencements by education sub-sector in Western Australia
since 2005. A commencement is defined as a new student enrolment in a particular course at a particular
institution. Commencements are an important indicator to inform short to medium term enrolment projections
for international students, particularly in relation to higher education where a student completing an entire
undergraduate degree at a WA university will be in the state for a minimum of three years.
In 2020, total international student enrolment commencements in Western Australia declined by 20 per cent
compared to the previous year, with the non-award and ELICOS education sub-sectors experiencing the
highest decline in commencements, at 47 per cent and 38 per cent respectively.
FIGURE 1.3

WA INTERNATIONAL STUDENT COMMENCEMENTS BY EDUCATION SUB-SECTOR, 2005-2020

SOURCE: ABS CAT. 5368.0

1.3

International student enrolments by source market

WA attracts international students from a diverse range of source markets. ACIL Allen has sought to highlight
in this section how trends in source markets for international students have evolved over time and how source
markets differ with respect to the allocation of students across the five education sub-sectors.
Figure 1.4 presents the ten largest source markets for international students in WA and the breakdown of
their enrolments by education sub-sector. The two largest source markets for international students in WA
are India and China, accounting for 18.4 per cent and 14.3 per cent of total international student enrolments
respectively in 2020. The next three largest source markets in 2020 were Malaysia (5 per cent), Bhutan (4.6 per
cent) and Nepal (4.2 per cent).
In 2020, six of the ten largest source markets had a share of total international student enrolments that
exceeded their ten-year average. The source markets that exceeded their ten-year average share in 2020 were
India, Bhutan, Nepal, Pakistan, Colombia and the Philippines. Of the source markets that fell below their ten
year average share, the gap was largest for Malaysia and China, at 2.2 per cent and 1.4 per cent respectively.
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FIGURE 1.4
WA INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ENROLMENTS, 10 LARGEST SOURCE MARKETS FOR TOTAL
ENROLMENTS
Ten largest source markets for international student enrolments - 2020

Share of total enrolment – 2020 vs 10-yr Average

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SKILLS AND EMPLOYMENT –
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DATA – YTD ENROLMENTS (DEC)
In 2020, there were international students enrolled at WA education institutions from a total 145 source
markets. The five largest source markets for international students in Western Australia captured 46 per cent
of total international student enrolments in 2020, while the ten largest source markets captured 64 per cent.
Figure 1.5 presents the ten largest source markets for international students enrolled in higher education in
Western Australia in 2020. The seven source markets with greater than 1,000 enrolments in higher education
are China, India, Malaysia, Bhutan, Singapore, Pakistan and Nepal.
The ten largest source markets for higher education in 2020 are consistent with the previous year, with the
exception of the Singapore and Bhutan switching between fourth and fifth place, and Hong Kong replacing
Kenya in ninth position in 2020. All the ten largest source markets for higher education in WA are located in
the Asia region. Historically, a high proportion of international students from source markets in Europe and
North America have been enrolled under the non-award education sub-sector, however this sub-sector was
severely impacted by the international travel restrictions due to foundation courses and student exchange
programs being broadly unsuitable for online delivery.
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FIGURE 1.5
WA INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ENROLMENTS, 10 LARGEST SOURCE MARKETS FOR HIGHER
EDUCATION, 2020

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SKILLS AND EMPLOYMENT
– INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DATA – YTD ENROLMENTS (DEC)

1.4

COVID-19 and the International Education Sector

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, international travel restrictions were progressively introduced in early 2020.
This commenced with the cessation of direct travel from China from 1 February 2020, followed by further
staged restrictions until all foreign entry was ceased on 20 March 2020.
When first measured in early February 2020, the proportion of Chinese student visa holders outside Australia
exceeded 50 per cent, however in the period up until Australia closed its borders on 20 March 2020, Australian
Border Force reported that over 47,000 Chinese citizens arrived from third countries. Consequently, by 29
March 2020 the proportion of Chinese student visa holders outside Australia had dropped to 38 per cent.
The growth in enrolled international students outside Australia completing studies online is moderating the
impact of ongoing declines of enrolled international students in Australia (Figure 1.6). However, looking
ahead, it is expected that total enrolled international students will continue declining if the number of students
completing courses exceeds new commencements.
In the period between July 2020 and March 2021, the proportion of enrolled international students located in
Australia has declined from 83 per cent to 69 per cent, while the proportion located outside of Australia has
increased over the same period from 13 per cent to 25 per cent. Between July 2020 and March 2021, total
enrolled international students across all Australian states and territories declined by 11 per cent3.
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FIGURE 1.6

LOCATION OF ENROLLED INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS IN AUSTRALIA

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SKILLS AND EMPLOYMENT – MAY 2021 RESEARCH SNAPSHOT –
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS OUTSIDE AUSTRALIA DUE TO COVID-19
In 2020, there was a substantial rise in international student enrolment deferments, involving either a
delayed commencement or a temporary suspension of an existing enrolment. In the 15 months from 1
January 2020 to 31 March 2021, there were 127,234 enrolment deferments made by 91,516 students, over
two thirds of whom were outside Australia. At the end of March 2021, 39 per cent had since recommenced
studying or finished, 16 per cent had a new start date in 2021 or later and 44 per cent did not yet have a
new proposed start date.3 International students who had deferred in 2020 and either had a new start date
in 2021 or did not yet have a new proposed start date are at risk of deciding to switch to a course in another
country if border restrictions and other factors in those countries are perceived as more favourable.
Canada and the United Kingdom have continued to improve their reputations as welcoming study
destinations, whereas countries with closed borders such as Australia and New Zealand are increasingly
viewed as less welcoming destinations, despite perceptions of the two countries as ‘safe and stable’ due to
their elimination strategies and very low case numbers.4
Some countries, such as Canada, which are still recording high numbers of COVID-19 have been successful
in improving their reputation for stability and safety and increasing their attractiveness as a study
destination. Canada allowed existing permit holders to travel to the country after borders were closed, it
provided international students with access to the Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) and it was
perceived by agents to have communicated openly and positively to international students and their families
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. The Canadian Government also announced temporary changes to its
Post Graduate Work Permits Program (PGWP) to extend eligibility for a PGWP to international students who
need to complete their studies online from abroad.
3

Department of Education, Skills and Employment – May 2021 Research Snapshot – International students outside Australia due to

COVID-19
4

Navitas Agent Perception Report (May 2021)

In today’s world we need to find ways for greater understanding of different cultures, traditions and languages and
our international students provide us this opportunity. International students also bring different perspectives, points
of view and approaches that enrich the research and learning environment for their local student counterparts,
which ultimately enhances productivity, stimulates innovation and supports skills and preparedness for a changing
global workforce. I also see first-hand the engaged and active “citizenship” by international students within our local
communities; be it engaging in part-time work and giving back through volunteering. Their contribution is enormous
and goes a long way in helping our communities to be more cohesive, more resilient and more inclusive.
- Morgan Lewis, Chief Executive Officer, Auspire
12
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ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION
OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION
The results presented in this section articulate the contribution that spending by international students made to Western
Australia’s economy in 2020, using ACIL Allen’s Input-Output modelling framework. The economic contribution has been
measured in terms of the direct and indirect contribution to value added (Gross State Product) and employment on a full-time
equivalent (FTE) basis. The results of ACIL Allen’s analysis and modelling are also presented by education sub-sector, by source
market, and by industry. In order to highlight the impact of COVID-19 on the international education sector, ACIL Allen has
also compared the 2020 results to those presented in the 2019 study.

Overall Results
It is estimated that international students directly contributed $373 million to the WA economy in 2020,
with a further $971 million indirect contribution (Figure 2.1). Overall, it is estimated that expenditure by
international students contributed $1.34 billion to the WA economy in 2020, a decline of $761 million
(36 per cent) compared to 2019. To put this into perspective, the estimated lost economic output from the
decline in international student numbers in Western Australia in 2020 was equivalent to almost 20 per cent of
the total output from the hospitality industry last financial year.
It is estimated that for every international student enrolled at a WA education institution, accounting for
both onshore and offshore students, $48,608 was contributed to the State’s economy in 2020. The economic
multiplier of international student expenditure is estimated to be 3.6, meaning every dollar of spending by an
international student generated $3.60 in value added across the WA economy in 2020.
From an employment perspective, it is estimated that this level of expenditure supported thousands of
jobs across the State in 2020. It is estimated that the expenditure by international students in 2020 directly
supported the employment of 2,701 FTE jobs, and a further 4,835 FTE jobs were indirectly created as a result
of this spending, with an implied employment multiplier of 2.79.
Overall, expenditure by international students supported 7,536 direct and indirect FTE jobs across
Western Australia in 2020. It is estimated the decline in international students resulted in 4,399 fewer direct
and indirect FTE jobs supported by the international education sector compared to the previous
year. To put this into perspective, the lost full-time jobs from the decline in international student numbers in
Western Australia in 2020 was equivalent to more than 12 per cent of all full-time jobs in the State’s hospitality
sector last financial year.
FIGURE 2.1

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION RESULTS SUMMARY – GROSS VALUE ADDED AND EMPLOYMENT
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SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN

Economic Contribution by Education Sub-sector

ACIL Allen has estimated the economic contribution of international students in Western Australia by education
$1,500m
sub-sector.
When assessing the implications of the results presented below,$1.34
it is important
to recognise that the
bn
duration and associated fee structures for each of the education sub-sectors differ substantially. For instance,
an international student enrolled in higher education is likely to have the longest duration of time spent in WA
over the course of a year and the fees associated with higher education courses are significantly higher than
$1,000m sub-sectors.
other education
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$500m

2.1.1 Gross State Product
Figure 2.2 presents the value-added contribution to GSP from international students by education sub-sector.
The higher education sector makes up the largest share of the overall contribution, reflecting the larger share
of international students in higher education, the higher fees and living expenses associated with higher
education and the longer duration of courses relative to other education sub-sectors.
It is estimated that the expenditure by international students enrolled in higher education
contributed $1.07 billion to WA’s economy in 2020, equating to 80 per cent of the total economic
contribution of the international education sector. The VET sector was the next largest, contributing to
$203 million to GSP, followed by schools ($43 million), ELICOS ($16 million) and non-award ($9 million).
These results were well down on the previous year, as presented in Figure 2.2. The year-on-year decline
in value added contribution was highest for the non-award (down $49 million, or 84 per cent) and ELICOS
education sub sectors (down $78 million, or 83 per cent). The value added contribution of the VET education
sub-sector declined by $168 million (45 per cent), while for the higher education and school education subsectors the COVID-19 impact was less extreme, with year-on-year declines of $458 million (30 per cent) and $8
million (16 per cent) respectively.
Based on the number of international students in each education sub-sector, it is estimated that in 2020,
schools contributed the highest on an average per international student basis, with each international student
contributing $67,146 to WA’s economy. Across other education sub-sectors, every international student in
higher education contributed $61,439 to WA’s economy, every non-award international student contributed
$28,526 to WA’s economy, while for VET it was $25,746 per international student and for ELICOS it was $11,748
per international student.
FIGURE 2.2

VALUE ADDED CONTRIBUTION FROM INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY EDUCATION
SUB-SECTOR, DIRECT AND INDIRECT GVA, $M

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN

2.1.2 Employment
Figure 2.3 presents the employment supported by international students by education sub-sector. Higher
education again provided the largest boost to jobs of all education sub-sectors, reflecting the larger share
of international students in higher education, the higher fees and living expenses associated with higher
education and the longer duration of courses relative to other education sub-sectors.
Higher education supported 5,999 direct and indirect FTE jobs across WA in 2020, equating to 80 per
cent of the total employment supported by international students. The VET sector was the second
largest contributor to total employment (1,052 FTE jobs), followed by schools (310 FTE jobs), ELICOS (120 FTE
jobs) and non-award (55 FTE jobs).
15

The total FTE jobs (direct and indirect) supported by each of the five education sub-sectors declined in 2020
compared to the previous year. The year-on-year decline in FTE jobs supported was highest for the non-award
286 FTE jobs (a fall of 84 per cent) and ELICOS education 595 FTE jobs (a fall of 83 per cent) sub-sectors. The
number of FTE jobs supported by the VET education sub-sector declined by 896 (46 per cent), while for the
higher education and school sub-sectors the COVID-19 impact was less severe, with year-on-year declines of
2,563 (30 per cent) and 58 (16 per cent) respectively.
Based on the number of international students in each education sub-sector, ACIL Allen estimates that in 2020
on average one FTE job was supported in the WA economy for:
•
•
•
•
•

every 3 international students in higher education;
every 7 international students in VET;
every 2 international students in schools;
every 11 international students in ELICOS; and
every 6 international students in the non-award sector.

FIGURE 2.3

EMPLOYMENT CONTRIBUTION FROM INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY EDUCATION
SUB-SECTOR, DIRECT AND INDIRECT FTE JOBS

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN

International students are ambassadors for our state within Australia and internationally, not only as examples of the
excellence of our educational institutions but also because they can provide authentic testimonials about the quality of
the state as a destination in which to live, study and visit.
The international student alumni that have studied in WA and now reside overseas, either in their home country or
elsewhere, is an invaluable professional network that provides intelligence and connections into international business,
industry and academia.
- Gareth Martin, Chief Executive Officer, Business Events Perth
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2.2

Economic Contribution by Source Market

ACIL Allen has estimated the economic contribution of international students in Western Australia by source
markets. For comparative purposes, ACIL Allen has selected the same 17 source markets that were used in the
2020 report, with the remaining source markets included under the ‘All Others’ category.
When drawing key points and assessing the implications of the results presented below, it is important to
recognise differences across source markets reflect variations in education sub-sector compositions (e.g. a
low proportion enrolled in higher education) and variations in relative spending patterns which have been
adjusted for through the allocation of expenditure profiles based on the relative wealth of the source market
(see appendices).

2.2.1 Gross State Product
Figure 2.4 presents the value added contribution to GSP from international students by source market. It is
estimated that India and China, the top two source markets based on total number of international students
in 2020, accounted for 35 per cent of the total value added contribution to GSP from international students in
2020, a decline on the 38 per cent share recorded in 2019. Expenditure by international students from India,
the largest source market, contributed $254 million to the WA economy in 2020, followed by international
students from China which contributed $216 million to GSP. The next three largest source markets based on
contribution to GSP in 2020 were Malaysia ($85 million), Bhutan ($76 million) and Nepal ($64 million).
The total value added contribution (direct and indirect) of all 17 selected source markets declined in 2020
compared to the previous year. The year-on-year decline was highest for Japan which fell by $15 million (61 per
cent), followed by Taiwan ($17 million, 57 per cent), Brazil ($20 million, 46 per cent) and China ($176 million, 45
per cent). While still recording year-on-year declines, the impact of COVID-19 on value added contribution was
the least pronounced for Nepal which declined by $15 million (19 per cent), followed by Bhutan ($19 million, 20
per cent) and Hong Kong ($14 million, 25 per cent).
Based on the number of international students by source market, ACIL Allen estimates that in 2020, the highest
value source market on a per international student basis was Singapore, with each international student
contributing on average $55,490 to the WA economy, followed by Vietnam ($54,108), Malaysia ($54,053), Kenya
($53,646) and Bhutan ($53,446).
FIGURE 2.4
VALUE ADDED CONTRIBUTION FROM INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY SOURCE MARKET,
DIRECT AND INDIRECT GVA, $M

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN
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2.2.2 Employment
Figure 2.5 presents the employment supported by international students by source market. It is estimated
that India and China, the top two source markets based on total number of international students in 2020,
accounted for 35 per cent of the total number of FTE jobs supported by international students in 2020, a
decline on the 38 per cent share recorded in 2019.
International students from India, the largest source market in 2020, supported 1,407 direct and indirect FTE
jobs in WA, followed by international students from China who supported 1,257 direct and indirect FTE jobs.
There were thousands of additional FTE jobs supported by international students from smaller source markets.
The next three largest source markets based on total FTE jobs supported were Malaysia (486 FTE jobs), Bhutan
(424 FTE jobs) and Nepal (354 FTE jobs).
The total FTE jobs (direct and indirect) supported by all 17 selected source markets declined in 2020 compared
to the previous year. The year-on-year decline was the highest for Japan which fell by 87 FTE (63 per cent),
followed by Taiwan (94 FTE, 58 per cent), Brazil (109 FTE, 47 per cent) and Kenya (148 FTE, 45 per cent). While
still recording year-on-year declines, the impact of COVID-19 on the number of FTE jobs supported was the
least pronounced for Nepal which declined by 89 FTE (20 per cent), followed by Bhutan (111 FTE, 21 per cent)
and Hong Kong (84 FTE, 25 per cent).
Based on the number of international students by source market, it is estimated that in 2020 on average one
FTE job was supported in the WA economy for every three international students from China, Malaysia, Bhutan,
Pakistan, Vietnam, Singapore, Hong Kong, Kenya and Indonesia.
FIGURE 2.5
EMPLOYMENT CONTRIBUTION FROM INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY SOURCE MARKET,
DIRECT AND INDIRECT FTE JOBS

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN

Not only does the City of Perth value highly the significant contribution international students make to the economic
health of Perth, we also recognise the vibrant role the presence of international students play in bringing Perth’s cultural
and entertainment precincts alive. This is why the City continues to invest in supporting the development and growth of
the education sector within the city.
- Daniel High, Alliance Manager of Economic Development, City of Perth
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2.3

Economic Contribution by Industry

ACIL Allen has estimated the economic contribution of international students by industry to demonstrate the
broader impacts arising from international students studying in Western Australia.

2.3.1 Gross State Product
Figure 2.6 presents the value added contribution to GSP from international students by industry. It is estimated
that the education and training sector of the WA economy was the largest beneficiary of expenditure
from international students, with $373 million directly contributed to the sector (primarily in the form
of course fees) and a further $22 million indirectly to the sector. The total value added contribution (direct and
indirect) to education and training declined by 32 per cent compared to 2019.
Similar declines in activity were recorded in other sectors of the economy in 2020, where international students
generate indirect benefits from spending that is not related to the provision of education. The three largest
sectors in terms of value added contribution in 2020, excluding education and training, were rental, hiring
and real estate services ($281 million) , retail trade ($137 million)5 and transport, postal and warehousing ($65
million). This reflects how a significant proportion of living expenses for international students are directed
towards core services and items such as housing, retail spending and transport. Across these sectors, the
largest decline was recorded in retail trade which fell by 40 per cent from 2019 levels.
FIGURE 2.6
VALUE ADDED CONTRIBUTION FROM INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS, DIRECT AND INDIRECT
GVA BY INDUSTRY, $M

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN

WA is the powerhouse of our nation’s trade. Providing overseas students access to higher education makes a significant
contribution to our economy and provides the foundation for greater trade and cultural exchange for generations to
come.
The jobs created through international education extend beyond our universities and VET sector to sectors such as
tourism, retail, hospitality and real estate.
- Chris Rodwell, Chief Executive Officer, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia
19
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2.3.2 Employment
Figure 2.7 presents the employment supported by international students by industry.
It is estimated that international students directly supported 2,701 FTE jobs in the education and training
sector in 2020, with a further 250 FTE jobs supported indirectly. The total number of FTE jobs (direct and
indirect) supported in the education and training sector declined by 35 per cent compared to 2019.
On an indirect basis, expenditure from international students supported the highest number of FTE jobs in
retail trade (950 FTE jobs), accommodation and food services (832 FTE jobs), transport, postal and warehousing
(315 FTE jobs) and manufacturing (307 FTE jobs)6. Retail trade recorded the highest year-on-year decline (40
per cent) in the number of FTE jobs supported.
FIGURE 2.7
EMPLOYMENT CONTRIBUTION FROM INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS, DIRECT AND INDIRECT FTE
JOBS BY INDUSTRY

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN
5
Expenditure allocated as “Food, drink and accommodation” under the TRA expenditure profile framework has been split by ACIL Allen
across four I-O modelling industry categories. The accommodation component of the I-O modelling industry category “Accommodation
and food services” accounts for hotels, but not renting a home or apartment. Renting a home or apartment is categorised under the I-O
modelling industry category of “Rental, hiring and real estate services”.
6

“Accommodation and food services” has a high labour to capital ratio, while “Rental, hiring and real estate services” has a high capital to

labour ratio.
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ESTIMATED IMPACT
OF ONGOING BORDER CLOSURES
The results presented in this section estimate the potential economic impacts of further border closures on the WA economy
arising from the lower international student numbers studying and working in the State.

Introduction
The previous section highlighted the economic contribution of international students to the WA economy
during the COVID-19-affected 2020 school year. ACIL Allen’s analysis found that expenditure by international
students had a $761 million impact on the WA economy, and resulted in 4,399 fewer direct and indirect FTE
jobs compared to the previous year.
Unfortunately, the impacts of COVID-19 and the resulting border closures will continue to have significant
economic consequences to the WA economy over the next few years, until such time that borders can be
opened to international students.
As international border restrictions are expected to remain until at least mid-2022, further declines in overall
student numbers studying in Western Australia are projected, with numbers not returning to close to end
of 2020 numbers until mid-2023 and pre-pandemic levels until beyond the forecast period. The projected
numbers of international students studying in Western Australia from 2021 through to 2023 is presented in
Figure 3.1 below, with further details on the methodology used to generate these projections presented in
the appendices.
FIGURE 3.1

PROJECTED INTERNATIONAL STUDENT NUMBERS IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 2020-2023

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN
However, the impact of declining student numbers studying in Western Australia over the next few years
extends beyond the reduced levels of spending in the economy. International students are also a valuable
source of labour for many industries, including hospitality, retail, administrative support and education and
training. The reduced supply of labour to these sectors has economic consequences for Western Australia,
particularly in the current environment where labour shortages are becoming more pronounced.
For the purposes of this study, ACIL Allen has estimated the number of international students no longer
available to engage in the WA labour force due to international border restrictions by calculating the gap
between the total number of onshore international students at the end of 2020 and at each quarter across
the forecast period.
Further details on this methodology are presented in Appendix B of this report.

International Students are an important resource for the hospitality sector offering a range of language skills, diverse
cultural understanding and the ability to be flexible with the demands of different customers from different countries.
International Students are also great consumers in our economy both individually in their enjoyment of food, beverage
and hospitality as well as in attracting visiting friends and relatives to Western Australia.
- Bradley Woods, Chief Executive Officer, Australian Hotels Association Western Australia
22
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3.1

Expenditure impacts – Semester 1 2021 to Semester 1 2023

The continuation of international border restrictions severely impacts the projected contribution of
international students to GSP and employment in Western Australia. Figure 3.2 presents the projected value
added contribution to GSP from international students in Western Australia over the five semesters through
to mid 2023. In Semester 1 2021, international students are projected to make a value added contribution to
GSP of $499.5 million.
The value added contribution to GSP is projected to decline over the following three semesters to reach a
low of $197.6 million in Semester 2 2022. As border restrictions are eased and student numbers studying in
Western Australia increase, it is estimated that the value added contribution of international students to the
WA economy is expected to jump to $375.5 million by Semester 1 2023.
As Figure 3.2 shows, the continuation of border closures has severe economic consequences for Western
Australia, with the GVA contribution of international students forecast to fall by over 80 per cent from the 2019
pre-COVID-19 levels ($1.05 billion per semester) by Semester 2 2022. To put this impact into perspective, the
estimated $1.7 billion in lost economic output from the lower numbers of international students studying in
Western Australia in 2022 is equivalent to just over 20 per cent of the total economic output from the State’s
retail sector in 2019-20.
FIGURE 3.2
SEMESTER

PROJECTED GVA CONTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA, BY

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN
Figure 3.3 presents the projected employment contribution from international students in Western Australia
over the five semesters through to mid-2023. The profile of the projected employment contribution over the
forecast period matches the profile of the projected value added contribution.
In Semester 1 2021, international students are projected to support 2,820 FTE jobs across the WA economy,
declining over the following three semesters to reach a low of 1,182 FTE jobs supported across the WA economy
by Semester 2 2022. As borders are opened and international students return to study in Western Australia,
this will in turn support an increase in job opportunities.
As highlighted in Figure 3.3, the severe economic consequences of border closures are also reflected in the
falls in the number of jobs that are supported by the stimulus created by international students – with a decline
of over 80 per cent from the 2019 pre-COVID-19 levels (per semester) by Semester 2 2022.
To put these employment impacts into perspective, it is estimated that the projected 4,755 fewer full-time jobs
supported by international students studying in Western Australia in 2022 (relative to 2019 pre-COVID levels)
is greater than the total number of full-time jobs created in the State in 2021 (as of May 2021).
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3.2

Labour shortage impacts – Semester 1 2021 to Semester 1 2023

The economic consequences of the projected decline in international students studying in Western Australia
are also expected to further constrain the supply of available labour, and at a time when labour shortages are
already starting to negatively impact the economy.
While labour shortages in the primary industries of the WA economy such as mining and agriculture have been
well publicised, the decline of international students is contributing to widespread labour shortages
across other sectors that have large part-time and casual workforces, including accommodation and
food services, retail trade and health care and social assistance.
The estimated supply shock created by the reduced levels of labour available for the key sectors of the economy
that employ international students is presented in Figure 3.4 below.
FIGURE 3.4
PROJECTED LABOUR SUPPLY SHOCK FROM BORDER CLOSURES ON INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS STUDYING IN WA COMPARED TO THE END OF 2020, NUMBER OF ROLES BY SECTOR

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN
The economy-wide impacts of the labour market constraints created by the continued border closures on
international students studying and working in Western Australia is presented below. To estimate this impact,
ACIL Allen applied this constraint to its computable general equilibrium model, Tasman Global, with results
presented in terms of the loss to WA’s GSP from Semester 1 2021 through to Semester 1 2023 (Figure 3.5).
Through the modelled labour supply shock, it is estimated that the WA’s economy will contract by $92.9 million
in Semester 1 and $176.8 million in Semester 2, realising a full year impact of $269.7 million in 2021. The labour
supply shock is expected to be even greater in 2022, with the WA economy expected to contract by $260.8
million in Semester 1 and $267.1 million in Semester 2, for a full year impact of $527.9 million in 2022.7

The contribution of international students is well understood by developers and urban planners, and for the first time
this report reveals the actual economic value to WA. Visiting international students who invest in our State are attracted
by the lifestyle, safety, amenity and long-term capital growth prospects.
Beyond contributing to the thousands of direct and indirect jobs in the property sector, international students and
temporary migrants add to the vibrancy and viability of the places they inhabit, filling cafes, restaurants, shops and
gyms.
- Sandra Brewer, Executive Director, Property Council of Western Australia
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FIGURE 3.5

PROJECTED REDUCTION IN WA REAL ECONOMIC OUTPUT FROM ESTIMATED LABOUR
SHORTAGES

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN
To put this impact into perspective, the estimated full year impact of the lost economic output arising from the
ongoing border closures to international students into Western Australia in 2022 is equivalent to five per cent
of the total output produced by the State’s Education and Training Sector last financial year.
7

“Accommodation and food services” has a high labour to capital ratio, while “Rental, hiring and real estate services” has a high capital to

labour ratio.

International students make a significant contribution to the cultural and economic prosperity of our State, particularly
when it comes to attracting international tourists. A strong international student market will help attract visiting friends
and relatives from overseas. International students are also important to resourcing the tourism workforce.
- Evan Hall, Chief Executive Officer, Tourism Council of Western Australia
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APPENDICES

A. Glossary Of Terms And Abbreviations
The following terms and acronyms are used in this report.
Table A.1

Glossary of Terms

Table A.2

List of Acronyms
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B.

Modelling Methodology And Assumptions

This section of the report provides an overview of the methodology, assumptions and data sources used by ACIL
Allen to complete the economic contribution assessment and to assess the projected impacts of the continuation of
border closures on the international education sector, as well as labour shortages on the WA economy.

B.1

Phase 1 - Economic Contribution

The overview provided in this section details how the methodology and assumptions, as well as the data
sources, have been refined from the previous report to ensure data inputs account for the impact of COVID-19
on the international education sector in WA.

B.1.1 Methodology and Assumptions
The calculation of a set of derived data inputs is a critical step prior to the commencement of the economic
modelling, as most of the required data inputs are not directly available from the primary data sources of the
Australian Bureau of Statistics, Department of Education, Skills and Employment, Department of Home Affairs
and Tourism Research Australia.
This study focuses on expenditure from onshore and offshore international students enrolled at WA
education institutions in the 2020 calendar year across the five education sub-sectors of higher
education, vocational education and training (VET), schools, English Language Intensive Courses for
Overseas Students (ELICOS) and non-award courses. The study captures international students holding
student visas only. Revenue from other forms of international education (such as education consultancy
services and education and training delivered through offshore campuses), as well as students on non-student
visas, are not accounted for in this study. In addition, the study does not account for the contribution from
international students studying elsewhere in Australia who may decide to visit Western Australia for a holiday
during their time in the country.
In 2020, due to border restrictions not all international students enrolled at WA institutions were able to enter
WA to complete their studies on campus. While border restrictions on flights from China commenced in early
February, most international students from other countries, particularly those enrolled in higher education,
were able to arrive in WA for the start of Semester 1 prior to further border restrictions coming into place in
March.
For the international students that had the intention of completing a course in WA in 2020 and maintained
their enrolment to complete the course online as a result of the border restrictions, it is important they are
included as part of the data inputs for the total international student enrolments in the economic contribution
assessment. In order to estimate how many enrolled international students were in and outside WA, and had
not deferred or cancelled their enrolment, Department of Education, Skills and Employment (DESE) completed
a data matching exercise between international student enrolment data and student visa data sourced from
the Department of Home Affairs as of 15 November 2020 (Table B.1).
Table B.1
		

LOCATION OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ENROLLED AT WA INSTITUTIONS BY EDUCATION
SUB-SECTOR AS OF 15 NOVEMBER 2020
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NOTE: Excluding 1,085 international students enrolled at WA institutions where no location was assigned and whose location was categorised
by the Department of Education, Skills and Employment as “unknown”.

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SKILLS AND EMPLOYMENT –
JANUARY 2021 RESEARCH SNAPSHOT – NOVEMBER 2020 INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DATA UPDATE

This dataset is preferred by ACIL Allen for estimating the onshore and offshore split for international students
over student visa data from the Department of Home Affairs where data matching has not taken place. This
assessment is on the basis that student visa categories do not match directly to the education sub-sector
categories and in some instances the student visa category assigned to an international student is not an
accurate indication of the course they are completing at a particular point in time.
For instance, desktop research indicates that often ELICOS students may enter WA holding a non-student visa,
such as a visitor or working holiday visa8, or an international student may be completing an ELICOS course .
However, they are in WA with a student visa under the higher education category on the basis that this is the
final stage of their study pathway. In the period from January to June 2020, over half (51 per cent) of primary
student visa grantees intending to study ELICOS entered Australia on an Independent ELICOS visa, while the
remainder entered on other student visas corresponding to the endpoint of their intended study pathway
(generally higher education or VET).9
The ABS reports export revenue for education-related services (international students) by state and territory
on a financial and calendar year basis. This ABS dataset is not broken down into the five education sub-sectors
of higher education, VET, schools, ELICOS and non-award at the state and territory level. In order to calculate
export revenue for each education sub-sector in Western Australia, ACIL Allen used international trade in
services data from the ABS, which breaks down expenditure for education related travel into the two categories
of fees and goods and services by education sub-sector at the national level, and the DESE enrolment figures
by education sub-sector for WA in the 2020 calendar year. For example, given that WA accounted for 5.7
per cent of national higher education enrolments in 2020, it is assumed that expenditure for fees for higher
education in WA is equal to 5.7 per cent of the national expenditure for fees for higher education reported by
the ABS. Fee and goods and services expenditure for the other education sub-sectors is similarly allocated.
This calculation provides ACIL Allen with the average expenditure per international student enrolment, split by
fees and goods and services, for the five education sub-sectors in 2019-20 (Table B.2). Average expenditure
per enrolment accounts for the typical length of courses across the education sub-sectors, with expenditure
for living expenses reflecting that some international students were in WA for less than six months.
Table B.2
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT EXPENDITURE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA BY EDUCATION SUB		SECTOR, 2019-20

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN, ABS
8

Department of Education, Skills and Employment – July 2020 Research Snapshot – National survey of ELICOS providers in Australia in 2019

9

Department of Education, Skills and Employment – Augusts 2020 Research Snapshot – Visa grants for international students intending

to study ELICOS
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It is assumed expenditure for international students completing a course from outside WA in their home
country (i.e. online or distance learning) is only through fees, while expenditure for international students who
are completing a course onshore is through both fees and living expenses as per the previous report.
Accounting for the onshore and offshore split in international students, the revised total expenditure for
international students enrolled at WA institutions for the 2020 calendar year is $1.26 billion, a 36.6 per cent
decline on the estimated total expenditure by international students for the 2019 calendar year (Table B.3).

Table B.3
EXPENDITURE FOR ONSHORE AND OFFSHORE INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ENROLLED AT WA
		INSTITUTIONS, 2020

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN, ABS, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SKILLS AND EMPLOYMENT
Applying the average expenditure per enrolment and the DESE data for the location of enrolled international
students at WA institutions, ACIL Allen calculated the expenditure for both fees and goods and services by
education sub-sector for 17 source markets. ACIL Allen have used the same set of source markets as the 2019
study.
Table B.4 describes in further detail the derived data inputs calculated by ACIL Allen, and additional assumptions
applied for these calculations that have not been outlined above.
Table B.4

DERIVED DATA INPUTS
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B.1.2 Data Sources
Table B.5 lists the data sources used by ACIL Allen for the economic contribution assessment. As outlined,
border restrictions due to COVID-19 and the sharp increase in enrolment deferments and cancellations
impacted the accuracy of a number of routine datasets released by DESE. As a result, it was essential that ACIL
Allen reviewed the interim and additional datasets released by DESE at the end of 2020 and early 2021 that
sought to account for the onshore and offshore split of enrolled international students.
Table B.5

DATA AND ASSUMPTION SOURCES – PHASE 1 MODELLING
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Figure B.1 summarises how each of the data sources are used to calculate the derived data inputs for the
Input-Output (IO) modelling.
Figure B.1

SUMMARY OF ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION MODELLING METHODOLOGY
Summarised data inputs

Derived data inputs

DESE (1)
ABS (3,4)

Average expenditure per enrolment
by education sub-sector

DESE (2)

Estimated enrolments by education
sub-sector

TRA (5)

Aggregate expenditure profile
across all market sources

DESE (1)
ABS (3,4)

Average expenditure per
enrolment by education sub-sector

DESE (2)

Estimated enrolments by education
sub-sector and by market source

IO Modelling

Expenditure by education sub sector
Expenditure by industry
by education sub-sector

Economic contribution
by education sub-sector

Expenditure by industry
by market source

Economic contribution
by market source

Expenditure profile by education
sub-sector

Expenditure by market source

TRA (5)

‘High income Asia’ and ‘Other’
expenditure profile

Expenditure profile by market
source

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN

B.2 Potential economic impacts of ongoing border closures and labour
shortages - Phase 2
The estimation of the potential economic impacts of international border closures and labour shortages is the
Phase 2 modelling component of this study. The overview provided in this section details the methodology and
assumptions, as well as the data sources, used to complete the Phase 2 modelling.

B.2.1 Methodology and Assumptions
B.2.1.A International student projections
Projections on international student numbers in Western Australia depend on the propensity of international
students outside WA to commence new courses and the rate at which international students may be able to
enter WA as international border restrictions ease. The arrivals of international students is also influenced by
the management of the international arrival cap, the rollout of the vaccination program and the continuation
of the hotel quarantine system and / or alternative quarantine arrangements.
The 2021-22 Federal Budget provides the most recent indication on assumptions relating to the vaccination
rollout and international travel. The key assumptions underpinning the economic forecasts include the
following:

—
—
—

A population-wide vaccination program is likely to be in place by the end of 2021.
Small phased programs for international students will commence in late 2021 and gradually increase
from 2022.
The rate of international arrivals will continue to be constrained by state and territory
quarantine caps over 2021 and the first half of 2022, with the exception of passengers from Safe
Travel Zones.
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—

Inbound and outbound international travel is expected to remain low through to mid-2022,
after which a gradual recovery in international tourism is assumed to occur.

ACIL Allen acknowledges that Western Australia has previously secured a reduction in the international arrival
cap, and as a result the application of the assumptions outlined above and forecasts for the international
education sector in Western Australia are subject to operational and policy decisions made by the WA
Government.
It should also be noted that while the rollout of population-wide vaccination programs in other countries
will be a factor in the return to international travel, given the breadth of source markets associated with the
international education sector, it is not feasible to make assumptions on the opening of international travel at
the individual source market level.
Figure B.2 presents the forecast for total international student numbers in Western Australia over the period
from the end of 2020 until the completion of Semester 1 in 2023. The forecast has been undertaken based on
three components:
1.
2.
3.

Course completions for enrolled international students (as of 15 November 2020)
Course commencements for new international students
Course completions for new international students

As outlined in Table B.8, input data for all three components has been sourced from research snapshots
released by DESE in Q1 2021.
As international border restrictions are assumed to remain in place until mid-2022, enrolled international
students (as of November 2020) are expected to gradually be completing their courses. All enrolled students
are assumed to have completed their course by the end of 2022. The declining number of enrolled international
students are forecast to result in total international student numbers reaching a minimum of 8,086 by the start
of Semester 2 in 2022.
While commencements from new international students will moderate the impact of ongoing declines of
enrolled international students, this will not exceed the number of course completions and therefore not
reverse the downward trend in total international student numbers.
Commencements across all education sub-sectors through until mid-2022 are based on the monthly average
of new international student commencements of 324 recorded over the five month period from July-November
2020 in WA. Following the easing of international border restrictions in mid-2022, new international student
commencements will occur at a monthly average of 1,405 based on the monthly average recorded preCOVID-19 from July-November 2019 in WA. ACIL Allen has accounted for pent up demand from international
students overseas to return to WA by applying a 25 per cent, 50 per cent, 75 per cent and 100 per cent scaling
factor on new international student commencements in Q3 2022, Q4 2022, Q1 2023 and Q2 2023 respectively.
Many new international students commencing a course during the forecast period will complete their course
by the end of Semester 2 2023. ACIL Allen has accounted for course completions from new international
students over the forecast period by assuming an average course duration of three years for higher education,
two years for VET, two years (complete at the end of the school year in Q4) for schools, six months for ELICOS
and six months for non-award.
It is estimated total international student numbers will reach 26,173 by the end of the forecast period in mid2023.
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The forecast for international student numbers should be interpreted with the following caveats:
—

The nominated end date for an enrolled international student may change as a result of a decision
by the student to extend their course or enrol in a new course. In addition, an international student
commencing a course online may transition to face-to-face learning if permitted by changes to
international border restrictions
—
Forecast international student numbers can be broken down by education sub-sector, but not by
source market due to the high degree of uncertainty around the phased opening of international
borders and the commencement of travel bubbles to select source markets.
Figure B.2

WESTERN AUSTRALIA – INTERNATIONAL STUDENT NUMBERS FORECAST
Forecast international student course commencements and completions
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SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN ANALYSIS OF DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SKILLS AND EMPLOYMENT DATA
Note: Enrolled International student numbers at the start of the forecast period is as of 15 November 2020 and includes international students
enrolled at WA institutions where no location was assigned and whose location was categorised by the Department of Education, Skills and
Employment as “Unknown”.

ACIL Allen has assumed all new international student commencements in WA prior to mid-2022 will complete
their course online.
10

IDP Connect – International Student Crossroads IV – International Student Perceptions, Choices and Motivations during COVID-19

(April 2021)
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International students have demonstrated a willingness to quarantine and get a vaccination in order to
meet their desire for a return to studying on-campus. A survey from IDP Research10 examined the attitudes
and intentions of over 6,000 prospective international students between 16 March and 5 April 2021.
The survey found attitudes to online study differ depending on the destination country of choice. Of the
international students with Australia as their destination country of choice, 43 per cent indicated they would defer
until they can study face-to-face, 38 per cent indicated they would continue with their study plans, even if courses
start online, as long as they can transition and 11 per cent were undecided on what to do next with their study plans.
As a result, following the phased opening of international borders after mid-2022, it is assumed that
approximately 93 per cent of international students will decide to complete their course onshore in WA, with
the remainder studying online.
As presented in Figure B.3, the total number of onshore international students will decline sharply through to
mid-2022, at which point the phased opening of international travel will see the number of onshore international
students increase through until the end of the forecast period.
Figure B.3

WESTERN AUSTRALIA – INTERNATIONAL STUDENT NUMBERS FORECAST
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SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN ANALYSIS OF DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, SKILLS AND EMPLOYMENT DATA
Note: International student numbers are based on the beginning of the quarter. As a result, changes in course completions and commencements
are first reflected in the quarter after the completion or commencement occurs.

B.2.1.B

Labour shortages

Across a range of industries in WA, international students make an important contribution to the labour force.
There are a number of reasons why international students seek employment opportunities, including paying
for daily living necessities, gaining professional work experience and improving language and communication
skills. ACIL Allen has assumed a 68.5 per cent labour force participation rate for international students in WA,
based on the five-year average for the labour force participation rate for 15-24 year olds in WA recorded by the
ABS. For international students who work in WA, it is assumed they work an average of 17 hours per week.
The forecasted decline in total onshore international students over the period through until mid-2023 (Figure
B.3) will contribute to existing labour and skill shortages in key industries across the WA economy. The number
of international students no longer available to engage in the WA labour force due to the continuation of
international border restrictions can be estimated by calculating the gap between the total number of onshore
international students at the end of 2020 and at each quarter across the forecast period.
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To subsequently estimate the number of workers lost to specific industries, the gap in onshore international
students is applied to the assumed 68.5 per cent labour force participation rate and the occupations undertaken
by international students.
As presented in Table B.6, international students are typically employed across a range of occupations,
primarily within accommodation and food services, health care and social assistance and retail trade.
Table B.6

MOST COMMON OCCUPATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

SOURCE: STUDENT – ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION AND
TRAINING TO THE NORTHERN TERRITORY (2019)
Note: Survey respondents may have selected more than one occupation.

Table B.7 presents the estimated labour shortage by occupation in Western Australia compared to the
estimated number of international students in each of the occupations at the end of 2020. Labour shortages
are forecasted to peak over the course of 2022, with the easing of international border restrictions forecast to
moderate the impact of labour shortages from Semester 1 2023 onwards. Across occupations, the estimated
labour shortage is projected to be largest for roles such as waiters / waitresses, fast food workers, cleaners and
laundry workers, kitchenhands and support workers.
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Table B.7
ESTIMATED LABOUR SHORTAGE BY OCCUPATION COMPARED TO THE END OF 2020 – 		
		HEADCOUNT

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN

B.2.2 Data sources
Table B.8 lists the data sources used by ACIL Allen for the estimation of the potential economic impacts of
international border closures and labour shortages.
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Table B.8

DATA AND ASSUMPTION SOURCES – PHASE 2 MODELLING
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C.

ACIL ALLEN’S ECONOMIC MODELS

C.1

Input Output Modelling

I-O models capture the direct and indirect effects of expenditure by capturing, for each industry, the industries
it purchases inputs from and also the industries it sells its outputs to. For example, the I-O model for Western
Australia captures purchases from and sales to industries located in Western Australia, as well as imports from
outside of Western Australia.
Figure A.1

“TRACE THROUGH” OF TOURISM EXPENDITURE IN AN INPUT-OUTPUT MODEL

DIRECT

TRAVELLERS PAY DIRECTLY TO …
airlines, coaches, rental cars, cruise lines, travel agents, hotels,
conven�on centres, restaurants, shopping centres, sports arenas,
entertainment, theatre, recrea�on etc.

INDIRECT

THESE ARE SUPPLIED BY …
outside goods and services such as marke�ng and PR, cleaning and
maintenance, energy providers, catering and food produc�on,
design and print etc.

JOBS

BOTH OF WHICH CREATE JOBS …
which pay salaries, wages and proﬁts, and taxes.

INDUCED

WHICH PAY INTO …
Infrastructure, agriculture, technology, real
estate, communica�ons, educa�on, banks,
healthcare and more

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN
The figure above depicts how expenditure from a visitor traced through a (very simple) economy:
1.
2.

3.

4.

A visitor directly spends money on tourism related products, such as airlines, cruise ships, food,
beverages and accommodation.
These tourism products are then indirectly supplied in part by other companies, these companies
provide goods and services that go into final product that visitors purchase. For example, a food
manufacturing business as well as a catering business could provide inputs into food and beverages
that a visitor purchases.
This direct and indirect demand for goods and services requires labour, and the flow of money from
visitor to business and business to business allows for wages and salaries to be paid to employees,
profits to be earned and taxes to be paid to government.
In turn, results in flow-on or induced economic activity.
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Results of I-O Modelling
I-O tables are able to produce results for a range of key economic indicators. For example:
Economic Output (as measured by Gross Product);
Industry Gross Value Added;
Exports;
Incomes (as measured by Wages and Salaries earned); and
Employment (on a Full Time Equivalent (FTE) basis).
ACIL Allen’s I-O modelling framework allows for results to be produced at a national, state, regional, Statistical
Area Level 2 and Local Government Area level.

C.2

Tasman Global Computable General Equilibrium Model

ACIL Allen’s computable general equilibrium model Tasman Global is a powerful tool for undertaking economic
impact analysis at the regional, state, national and global level.
There are various types of economic models and modelling techniques. Many of these are based on partial
equilibrium analysis that usually considers a single market. However, in economic analysis, linkages between
markets and how these linkages develop and change over time can be critical. Tasman Global has been
developed to meet this need.
Tasman Global is a large-scale computable general equilibrium model which is designed to account for all
sectors within an economy and all economies across the world. ACIL Allen uses this modelling platform to
undertake industry, project, scenario and policy analyses. The model is able to analyse issues at the industry,
global, national, state and regional levels and to determine the impacts of various economic changes on
production, consumption and trade at the macroeconomic and industry levels.

C.2.1 A Dynamic Model
Tasman Global is a model that estimates relationships between variables at different points in time. This is in
contrast to comparative static models, which compare two equilibriums (one before a policy change and one
following). A dynamic model such as Tasman Global is beneficial when analysing issues where both the timing
of and the adjustment path that economies follow are relevant in the analysis.

C.2.2 The Database
A key advantage of Tasman Global is the level of detail in the database underpinning the model. The database
we will use for this project is derived from the Global Trade Analysis Project (GTAP) database (version 8.1). This
database is a fully documented, publicly available global data base which contains complete bilateral trade
information, transport and protection linkages among regions for all GTAP commodities.
The GTAP model was constructed at the Centre for Global Trade Analysis at Purdue University in the United
States. It is the most up-to-date, detailed database of its type in the world.
Tasman Global builds on the GTAP model’s equation structure and database by adding the following important
features:
dynamics (including detailed population and labour market dynamics)
detailed technology representation within key industries (such as electricity generation and iron and
steel production)
disaggregation of a range of major commodities including iron ore, bauxite, alumina, primary aluminium,
brown coal, black coal and LNG
the ability to repatriate labour and capital income
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a detailed emissions accounting abatement framework
explicit representation of the states and territories of Australia
the capacity to explicitly represent multiple regions within states and territories of Australia
Nominally the Tasman Global database divides the world economy into 141 regions (133 international regions
plus the 8 states and territories of Australia) although in reality the regions are frequently disaggregated
further. ACIL Allen regularly models Australian projects or policies at the regional level.
The Tasman Global database also contains a wealth of sectoral detail currently identifying up to 70 industries.
The foundation of this information is the input-output tables that underpin the database. The input-output
tables account for the distribution of industry production to satisfy industry and final demands. Industry
demands, so-called intermediate usage, are the demands from each industry for inputs.
For example, electricity is an input into the production of communications. In other words, the communications
industry uses electricity as an intermediate input. Final demands are those made by households, governments,
investors and foreigners (export demand). These final demands, as the name suggests, represent the demand
for finished goods and services. To continue the example, electricity is used by households – their consumption
of electricity is a final demand.
Each sector in the economy is typically assumed to produce one commodity, although in Tasman Global,
the electricity, transport and iron and steel sectors are modelled using a ‘technology bundle’ approach. With
this approach, different known production methods are used to generate a homogeneous output for the
‘technology bundle’ industry. For example, electricity can be generated using brown coal, black coal, petroleum,
base load gas, peak load gas, nuclear, hydro, geothermal, biomass, wind, solar or other renewable based
technologies – each of which have their own cost structure. The other key feature of the database is that the
cost structure of each industry is also represented in detail. Each industry purchases intermediate inputs (from
domestic and imported sources) primary factors (labour, capital, land and natural resources) as well as paying
taxes or receiving subsidies.

C.2.3 Factors of Production
Capital, land, labour and natural resources are the four primary factors of production. The capital stock in each
region (country or group of countries) accumulates through investment (less depreciation) in each period.
Land is used only in agriculture industries and is fixed in each region. Tasman Global explicitly models natural
resource inputs as a sector specific factor of production in resource based sectors (coal mining, oil and gas
extraction, other mining, forestry and fishing).

C.2.4 Population Growth and Labour Supply
Population growth is an important determinant of economic growth through the supply of labour and the
demand for final goods and services. Population growth for the 112 international regions and for the 8 states
and territories of Australia represented in the Tasman Global database is projected using ACIL Allen’s in-house
demographic model. The demographic model projects how the population in each region grows and how age
and gender composition changes over time and is an important tool for determining the changes in regional
labour supply and total population over the projection period.
For each of the 120 regions in Tasman Global, the model projects the changes in age-specific birth, mortality
and net migration rates by gender for 101 age cohorts (0-99 and 100+). The demographic model also projects
changes in participation rates by gender by age for each region, and, when combined with the age and gender
composition of the population, endogenously projects the future supply of labour in each region. Changes
in life expectancy are a function of income per person as well as assumed technical progress on lowering
mortality rates for a given income (for example, reducing malaria-related mortality through better medicines,
education, governance, etc.). Participation rates are a function of life expectancy as well as expected changes
in higher education rates, fertility rates and changes in the workforce as a share of the total population.
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TABLE C.1

SECTORS IN TASMAN GLOBAL DATABASE

SOURCE: ACIL ALLEN
NOTE: NEC = NOT ELSEWHERE CLASSIFIED
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Labour supply is derived from the combination of the projected regional population by age by gender and
the projected regional participation rates by age by gender. Over the projection period labour supply in most
developed economies is projected to grow slower than total population as a result of ageing population effects.
For the Australian states and territories, the projected aggregate labour supply from ACIL Allen’s demographics
module is used as the base level potential workforce for the detailed Australian labour market module, which
is described in the next section.

C.2.5 The Australian Labour Market
Tasman Global has a detailed representation of the Australian labour market which has been designed to
capture:
different occupations
changes to participation rates (or average hours worked) due to changes in real wages
changes to unemployment rates due to changes in labour demand
limited substitution between occupations by the firms demanding labour and by the individuals supplying
labour
limited labour mobility between states and regions within each state.
Tasman Global recognises 97 different occupations within Australia – although the exact number of occupations
depends on the aggregation. The firms who hire labour are provided with some limited scope to change
between these 97 labour types as the relative real wage between them changes. Similarly, the individuals
supplying labour have a limited ability to change occupations in response to the changing relative real wage
between occupations. Finally, as the real wage for a given occupation rises in one state relative to other states,
workers are given some ability to respond by shifting their location. The model produces results at the 97
3-digit ANZSCO (Australian New Zealand Standard Classification of Occupations) level.
The labour market structure of Tasman Global is thus designed to capture the reality of labour markets in
Australia, where supply and demand at the occupational level do adjust, but within limits.
Labour supply in Tasman Global is presented as a three stage process:
1. labour makes itself available to the workforce based on movements in the real wage and the
unemployment rate;
2. labour chooses between occupations in a state based on relative real wages within the state; and
3. labour of a given occupation chooses in which state to locate based on movements in the relative real
wage for that occupation between states.
By default, Tasman Global, like all CGE models, assumes that markets clear. Therefore, overall, supply and
demand for different occupations will equate (as is the case in other markets in the model).
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D.

SUMMARY TABLES

ACIL Allen has presented in the summary tables below the full set of I-O economic contribution modelling
results by education sub-sector, by source market and by industry.

D.1

Economic Contribution by Education Sub-sector

TABLE D.1

D.2

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION FROM INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY EDUCATION SUB-SECTOR

Economic Contribution by Source Market

TABLE D.2

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION FROM INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY SOURCE MARKET

44

D.3

Economic Contribution by Industry

TABLE D.3

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION FROM INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BY INDUSTRY
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E.

Quotes

The value of international education goes well beyond the factors taken into account in this report. StudyPerth
has spoken to industry leaders to get their comments on the importance of international education in Western
Australia.
International students add to the cultural life of cities. Perth has been fortunate that some students have remained
despite the pandemic which shows their resilience as individuals and the quality of the experience on offer.
Experience boosts positivity. Each international student has a family of supporters and there is nothing quite like
being present on graduation day to experience the collective pride they share. We know through our research
that first time visitors to Perth often arrive with limited knowledge and expectation and leave as advocates for the
natural beauty, freedom, high quality of life, world-class education and the 300 days of sunshine that is on offer in
Australia’s most westerly capital.
International students fill roles that are important to the economy. Perth is facing skills shortages in many areas and
through casual work and internships, international students add to the skills and expertise of our local workforce.
- Marion Fulker AM Chief Executive Officer Committee for Perth
Quite apart from its economic contribution, the international education sector has also been a major catalyst for
soft diplomacy which has benefited both the state and the nation. In the immediate aftermath of World War II,
Australia shared with Western bloc powers a genuine concern that its Asian neighbours would succumb to the
influence of communist ideology. A direct outcome of these concerns was the creation of the Colombo Plan which
was effectively a tuition fee scholarship program for future leaders from countries in our region. Many of today’s
leading Asian politicians, scientists, academics and company CEOs recall with gratitude the Australian university
education which was provided to them via this program (at various times time up to one third of Indonesia and
Malaysia’s Cabinet Ministers have been educated in Australia). Ever since then, Australia has been providing world
class qualifications to our neighbouring region’s future leaders.
Western Australia’s universities and its other education providers (including high schools, English Language Colleges
and TAFE) continue to imbue overseas students with our western democracy inspired ideals, ethics and “can do”
multicultural spirit. The pedagogical framework that our academics have put in place encourages critical thinking,
creative learning and team based project work. Given that many students from Asian countries have been educated
in systems reliant on rote learning our universities are often opening their eyes and minds to what is possible.
There is also, increasingly, a happy juxtaposition between the teaching provided by our state’s education institutions
and the world of work. Global corporations are actively seeking out young graduates with the same above mentioned
attributes. These corporations see Australian educated students as having global citizenship attributes which allow
them to work effectively in teams across different political systems and cultures.
- Hon. Phil Honeywood, Chief Executive Officer, International Education Association of Australia

The contribution of international students [to the West Australian property market] is well understood by developers
and urban planners, and for the first time this report reveals the actual economic value to WA. Visiting international
students who invest in our State are attracted by the lifestyle, safety, amenity and long term capital growth prospects.
Beyond contributing to the thousands of direct and indirect jobs in the property sector, international students and
temporary migrants add to the vibrancy and viability of the places they inhabit, filling cafes, restaurants, shops and
gyms.
- Sandra Brewer Executive Director Property Council of WA
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International students make a significant contribution to the cultural and economic prosperity of our State,
particularly when it comes to attracting international tourists. A strong international student market will help attract
visiting friends and relatives from overseas. International students are also important to resourcing the tourism
workforce.
- Evan Hall Chief Executive Officer Tourism Council of WA
Not only does the City of Perth value highly the significant contribution international students make to the economic
health of Perth, we also recognise the vibrant role the presence of international students play in bringing Perth’s
cultural and entertainment precincts alive. This is why the City continues to invest in supporting the development
and growth of the education sector within the city.
- Daniel High Alliance Manager of Economic Development City of Perth
As a medical researcher, and later as Chief Scientist of Western Australia, I travelled the world. It soon become
very clear to me that international students who study here benefit Australia in ways far beyond the immediate
gains during their time with us, real are they are. Studying in Australia leaves a lasting and almost always positive
impression that results in tangible and intangible gains that are hard, if not impossible, to achieve in other ways.
An Australia education is a fast-track to becoming influential members of the community on a student’s return
to their home country or wherever they live their lives. Australia must be at the cutting edge of new knowledge,
essential in a fast-evolving world. Former international students bring those links to allow us to be part of leading
international networks. As examples, those who enter the diplomatic, commercial and academic worlds have an
advantage when forming international alliances and partnerships: there is a common understanding and greater
confidence of a good outcome.
An immediate and as well as long term impact is that many international students undertake vital research here,
often helping to form new or advancing established collaborations with leading overseas research teams. These links
often continue to blossom long after the students’ study periods, with exchange visits and access to international
funding agencies from which Australia would otherwise be excluded. More broadly, former students spread the
good news about Australia, encouraging tourism and recommending the next generation in turn to study here;
similarly, in the commercial world, senior executives tend to recommend their most promising staff to gain further
education in their Australian alma mater. In other words, by encouraging international students to study here we
gain life-long ‘informal ambassadors’ that enhance our cause across the globe, and help to made the world a better
place for everyone.
- Professor Lyn Beazley AO FAA FTSE

The positive educational, professional, social and cultural experiences of WA’s international students and alumni
provide a valuable resource for promoting Perth and WA as a business events destination. International students
are ambassadors for our state within Australia and internationally, not only as examples of the excellence of our
educational institutions but also because they can provide authentic testimonials about the quality of the state as a
destination in which to live, study and visit.
For Business Events Perth, the international student alumni that have studied in WA and now reside overseas,
either in their home country or elsewhere, is an invaluable professional network that provides intelligence and
connections into international business, industry and academia. This generates leads for international conferences
and business events that can be held in Perth, which, when secured, bring business visitors, trade and investment
and global talent to the state, as well as stimulates knowledge exchange and innovation. In this way, international
students have an important and enduring role in contributing to the economic and social development of WA.
- Gareth Martin Chief Executive Officer Business Events Perth
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Western Australia’s international education export market is most definitely an economic success story, however
the social and cultural benefits Western Australia enjoys from our international education activity, whilst harder to
quantify is equally important. In today’s world we need to find ways for greater understanding of different cultures,
traditions and languages and our international students provide us this opportunity. International students also
bring different perspectives, points of view and approaches that enrich the research and learning environment for
their local student counterparts, which ultimately enhances productivity, stimulates innovation and supports skills
and preparedness for a changing global workforce.
I also see first-hand the engaged and active “citizenship” by international students within our local communities; be
it playing in sporting teams, joining clubs, engaging in part-time work and giving back through volunteering. Their
contribution is enormous and goes a long way in helping our communities to be more cohesive, more resilient and
more inclusive.
- Morgan Lewis Chief Executive Officer Auspire
International Students are an important resource for the hospitality sector offering a range of language skills,
diverse cultural understanding and the ability to be flexible with the demands of different customers from different
countries.
International Students are also great consumers in our economy both individually in their enjoyment of food,
beverage and hospitality as well as in attracting visiting friends and relatives to Western Australia.
- Bradley Woods Chief Executive Officer Australian Hotels Association (WA)
Having my son study in a school with international students, to me, means that he can gain the advantages of
learning the value of empathy and understanding for different cultures. Something that I feel a lot of teenage boys
can struggle with these days. As we move into a new and dynamic world, it is very likely that global mobility and
diversity will be an increasing part of everyday life. With him learning beside international students in the classroom
and making friends with other students from all corners of the globe, he gains the awareness and understanding
needed that will see him better skilled to successfully navigate his pathway through life.
- Parent of a Year 11 St Mark’s Anglican Community School student
It is an absolute pleasure and honour to host international students over 16 years. The bond between our students,
myself and my family is strong and we simply couldn’t imagine life without them. They bring with them culture, love,
and an energy that we embrace. It has been a special privilege to host students from around the world and know
we are part of their personal development and memories forever. To look back and know we have been part of a
child’s educational and personal growth journey is something we are very proud to be part of. We simply wouldn’t
have our family life any other way.
- Homestay Family
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For more information contact StudyPerth
admin@studyperth.com.au

